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When YE Xian Meets Cinderella : Narrative Comparison
of Cinderella Story Between China and the West

QIAN Shuying
(College of Humanities and Communications, Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai, 200234 ,China)

Abstract: YE Xian by DUAN Chengshi in the Tang Dynasty is the oldest Cinderella story, according to written records available.

Although plenty of scholars pay much attention to the comparative studies of Yexian and Cinderella of Europe, yet many of them

are limited by investigations of communications. This article focuses on a textual analysis of DUAN Chengshi’ s YE Xian and Per-

rault’ s Cinderella by means of narration from the angles of plot, narrative mode and strategy, which can show cultural differences

in the same type of stores in different contexts. In the light of such cultural differences, we can extend the lines of reasoning and

the field of vision for comparative researches on Cinderella.

Key words: YE Xian, Cinderella, literary genre, narrator’ s identity, role
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